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era when braggadocio is the rule rather than the
exception and national leaders are more wont than
not to scream defiance and imprecations at one
another across the ether, words are held cheap. In
the case of Nadir Shah he was to prove that words
and values were co-related, for before he was to see
the ramparts of Kabul he was to suffer many more
reverses, and there were occasions when his own
rifle was, to all intents and purposes, the solitary
armament opposed to the victorious forces of the
arch-sadist.
Time and time again the lashkars of Nadir and
his brothers broke or wilted before the storm, and
Bacha rose from strength to strength. He was
aroused to a military endeavour lacking before the
advent of the Marshal, and he brought under his
dominance tribesmen in outlying areas who had
hitherto scoffed at Kabul. Every arsenal and every
military post was in his possession, yet still the will-o'-
the-wisp remained to harry and torment him. Where
armies of ten thousand and fifteen thousand had
failed to corner him, he despatched a force over
fifty thousand strong, but the Marshal drew to his
banner a small but doughty following. For the first
time he had a force which was immune from treachery
and the wiles of propagandists, and he became the
strategist of old.
He so confused the fifty thousand that its com-
manders were forced to detail it in segments. First
one flank would be threatened, and then another,
and the fifty thousand became weary with march-
ing and counter-marching. The Marshal sent